Museu Nacional de Machado de Castro
ABOUT
The name is a homage by the city of Coimbra, his birthplace, to Joaquim Machado de Castro, the most notable
representative of 18th century Portuguese sculpture. The bishop's palace, which houses the collections, retains the
fine 12th-century cloister, creating the ideal environment for one of the most complete art collections in Portugal.
Many of the exceptional objects now on display came from the chests, cabinets and altars of the churches of the
region's old convents. Pieces like the 12th century chalice of D. Gueda Mendes, and an enchanting late 18th-century
silver Virgin and Child, a splendid silver-gilt monstrance, the Treasury of Queen Santa Isabel, are highlights of the
collection of Portuguese gold and silver. With Gothic wooden sculpture, in particular the admirable figure of the Black
Christ, 16th-century sculpture, furniture and ivories, Portuguese painting and Flemish Primitives, the Machado de
Castro museum's collections reflect the richness of the Church and the royal patronage.
Below the museum, visit one of the most impressive buildings from the Roman era still preserved in Portugal: a huge,
monumental series of galleries, on two storeys, which are thought to have been designed to support an enormous
square or a forum in the ancient city of Aeminium (Coimbra).
Contacts
Largo Dr. José Rodrigues 3000 Coimbra
+351 239 482 001
Telephone:
+351 239 482 469
Fax:
E-mail:

geral@mnmc.dgpc.pt

Website:

http://www.museumachadocastro.pt/

Characteristics and Services
Shops
Guided Tours

Timetable
Tuesday: 2 p.m.-6 p.m.; Wednesday-sunday: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.Closed: monday, 1st January, Easter sunday, 1st may, 4
july, 24 and 25 december.

Accessibility
Disabled access
Accessible route to the entrance
Partial
Accessible entrance
Total
Reception area suitable for people with special needs
Accessible circulation inside
Total
Accessible areas/services
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Toilets
Accessible information
Information panels
Interative and audiovisual presentations
Items for tactile exploration
Care skills
Visual impairment
Hearing impairment
Support products/services available
Visual impairment
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