Science and Knowledge
Alentejo
Monsaraz
Observatório do Lago Alqueva - OLA
Address: Courela da Coutada, CM 11277200-175
Monsaraz
Telephone: +351 960 361 906
E-mail: geral@olagoalqueva.pt Website:
http://www.olagoalqueva.pt
Timetable:
Tuesday-Saturday: 4:30 p.m.-11:30p.m. (April-October); 1:30
p.m.-8:30 p.m. (November-March);
Characteristics and Services:
Shops;
Access:
Outdoor parking;
Accessibility:
Disabled access; Reserved parking spaces; Accessible route to
the entrance: Total; Accessible entrance: Total; Reception area
suitable for people with special needs; Accessible circulation
inside: Total; Accessible areas/services: Shop, Toilets,
Auditorium; Accessible information: Information panels; Care
skills: Motor disability, Mental disability; Support
products/services available: Motor disability, Mental disability;

Learn how to find the polar star, how to identify the
constellations and observe, through the telescope,
clusters of stars, nebulas and distant galaxies.
The Lake Alqueva Observatory - OLA, is an astronomical
observatory located at the core of the Alqueva Dark Sky Reserve
in Alentejo. It was inaugurated in 2016, and built with the
objective of being a pleasant place to get to know more about
the Universe, to learn astronomy and astrophotography in one of
the most light pollution protected regions in Europe.
For amateur astronomers or astrophotographers, OLA rents
astronomical equipment and its observation platforms ideal to
take advantage of Alentejo magnificent sky.
At OLA you one can also find other activities such as solar
observations, astronomy and astrophotography courses, science
café, activities for children, families, schools, senior people and
companies.
OLA has an auditorium and an exhibition area, wide exterior field
with a sundial and a solar system to scale and a wonderful
viewpoint to the Lake Alqueva.
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Espinho
Planetário de Espinho
Address: Centro Multimeios Espinho Avenida. 24, nº 800
- 4500-202 Espinho
Telephone: +351 227 331 190 Fax: +351 227 331 191
E-mail: planetario@multimeios.pt Website:
http://www.planetarioespinho.pt
Timetable:
Tuesday to Friday: 10a.m-1p.m. /2p.m.-5.30p.m., for school
groups/bookings.
Fridays: 9p.m.-10p.m.; Saturday: 2 p.m.-7p.m
/ 9p.m.-10p.m.; Sundays and holidays: 2 p.m.-7p.m.
Closed on mondays.;
Characteristics and Services:
Shops; Bar;
Access:
Outdoor parking; Buses; Train stations;
Accessibility:
Disabled access; Accessible route to the entrance: Total;
Accessible entrance: Total; Reception area suitable for people
with special needs; Accessible circulation inside: Total;
Accessible areas/services: Shop, Bar/Café, Toilets, Patio,
Auditorium; Accessible information: Information panels;

The Espinho Planetarium is a place that is almost
mandatory to visit to those visiting Espinho. It is the
most advanced planetarium in the country, equipped with
a high resolution digital projection system.
The projection in the Planetarium is made in 360º, and may even
be 3D, depending on the show being presented. The spectator is
completely surrounded by image, in a true immersive
experience, making the Planetarium an effective and attractive
place, with enormous flexibility. Being completely surrounded by
image and sound, the spectator is "transported" into the action,
which makes the visit to the planetarium a unique occasion.
Some of the shows are about astronomy subjects, but there are
also about biology, maths or simple pure entertainment. Preelaborated content (films) are projected, but one of the great
innovations of this system are the images generated in real time,
thanks to the simulator that integrates it, which allows us to
travel through the Universe. To follow the movement of a planet,
look at the Earth from space, the Solar System, go to a comet,
travel to the outside of our galaxy and observe its structure, are
some examples, from what we can observe.
The planetarium has an extensive programming and is
recommended for all ages.
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