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Romanesque Route
The Romanesque Route is a tour covering 58 monuments located in the north of Portugal, near the rivers
Tâmega, Sousa and part of the Douro.
It includes monasteries, churches and memorials, bridges, castles and towers that have in common the characteristic
Romanesque architecture of this region. On the whole, they are located in the centre of a triangle whose vertices are
World Heritage Sites: Porto, Guimarães and the Douro Valley.
The Romanesque Route is in fact divided into three routes that connect to each other by road, following the river
valleys: The Sousa Valley Route, with 19 monuments; The Tâmega Valley Route, with 25 monuments; and the
Douro Valley route, roughly between Castelo de Paiva and Resende, with 14 monuments.
This region and its architectural heritage are indelibly associated with the beginnings of Portuguese nationality, since
it was here that the noble families resided who helped the first kings in the Christian Reconquest of the territory that is
today Portugal. On the other hand, the clergy and the religious orders helped populations to settle, which is why
churches, monasteries and other monuments with unique architectural features are concentrated in such a small area,
having often played defensive roles, as attested by their embattled towers and buttresses.
The unusual nature of this historic and artistic legacy is based among other things on the decoration seen, for
example, in the portals of churches and monastic complexes, where the use of animalistic, vegetal or geometric
themes, combined with a noticeable sculptural quality, provides overall unity to the buildings included in this route,
within the context of the Portuguese Romanesque. On the other hand, although they mostly date from the 11th to
13th centuries, it can be observed that these construction techniques extended into the period when Gothic solutions
already prevailed elsewhere, and this is another particular feature of this Romanesque Route.
The Romanesque Route is a journey through history, and an excellent starting point for enjoying a comprehensive visit
to the region, also taking in other aspects of its regional identity such as the traditional cuisine, the wines, festivals
and markets where local handicrafts can be found and actual contact with the local people. There are also trails and
footpaths for hikers and cyclists to be enjoyed in communion with nature. For the more daring, the river Paiva
challenges you to unique experiences with unforgettable raft descents.
Don't miss
> visit Amarante, a beautiful city that straddles the river Tâmega, where highlights are the Church of S. Gonçalo and
the Amadeo de Souza-Cardoso Museum
> enjoy the terraces by the river, where you can taste the convent sweets of Amarante
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> in Felgueiras, taste the famous Margaride pão-de-ló (sponge cake)

USEFUL INFORMATION
The Romanesque Route website suggests itineraries for different numbers of days, including a Fly &amp; Drive
starting in Porto with a visit to the city. The itineraries include an official guide, a guided tour of the monuments in
the Route by a qualified heritage guide, hotel and meals.
You can also construct your own route using the tool on the website: www.rotadoromanico.com
It is always advisable to book visits at least three days in advance, using the contact details, since some of the
monuments are not always open to the public.
The website also has an app for mobile devices (phones and tablets).
There are Information Centres at the following monuments:
Mosteiro de Santa Maria de Pombeiro
Torre de Vilar
Mosteiro de São Pedro de Ferreira
Mosteiro de Paço de Sousa
Castelo de Arnoia (Wednesday to Sunday, 10am-1pm/2pm-5pm)
at the following times:
Winter: Friday to Sunday, 9am-1pm/2pm-5pm
Summer*: Wednesday to Sunday, 10am-1pm/2pm-6pm
*Summer period: from the last Sunday of March to the last Sunday of September
Find out more at:
visitportoandnorth.travel/
www.visitporto.travel/

GETTING HERE
Francisco Sá Carneiro International Airport, Porto, located about 20 minutes from the region.
Motorway:
A4/IP4 (A28/Matosinhos/Maia/Valongo/Paredes/Penafiel/Marco de Canaveses/Amarante/Vila Real/Bragança);
A7 (A28/Póvoa de Varzim/Famalicão/Guimarães/Felgueiras/Celorico de Basto/Fafe/Vila Pouca de Aguiar/A24);A11
(A28/Esposende/Braga/Guimarães/Felgueiras/Lousada/Penafiel/A4);
A24 (Chaves/Vila Real/IP4/Resende/Cinfães/Viseu/A25);
A41 (Matosinhos/Maia/A3/Valongo/A42/Paredes/A4/Espinho);
A42 (A41/Alfena/Paredes/Paços de Ferreira/Lousada/A11/Felgueiras);
Train (www.cp.pt) – Douro Line
Coach – Rede Expressos http: //www.rede-expressos.pt
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