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Tour of Viseu
An ancient city, built of grey stone but at the same time green, lively and welcoming, Viseu was
considered the best of Portugal in the quality of life ranking.
There’s nothing like starting in the preserved historic centre for getting to know Viseu. Several narrow streets with
traditional shops spread out in a mediaeval layout from Rossio. It’s well worth a browse through them, and discovering
Rua Direita and Rua Escura with their 16th century houses which retain gargoyles and Gothic windows, and Quatro
Esquinas (Four Corners) where one of the city gates once stood.
The Cathedral churchyard Adro da Sé is a focal point of any visit. Here granite predominates in an imposing group
formed by the Três Escalões Palace, which houses the Grão Vasco Museum, the Cathedral, the Canons’ balcony
and the Keep; opposite, the equally majestic Misericórdia Church, with its rocaille façade, introduces a cheerful note
to the sobriety of the square. It’s certainly worth spending some time here, but we would highlight the Cathedral
dome ornamented with Manueline style ropes and knots in stone, and the treasures stored in the Treasury Museum,
as well as works by Vasco Fernandes (Grão Vasco) a Portuguese painter form the 15th century, in the Museum named
after him.
Viseu has many green spaces, ideal for relaxing walks. We suggest a few: Fontelo Park, Aquilino Ribeiro Park and
the Cava de Viriato, which was a Roman military camp in the 1st and 2nd centuries B.C., and where there is a statue
to this Lusitanian hero who bravely resisted the invasion.
This whole area falls within the Demarcated Wine Region of Dão, which produces excellent red and white wines.
You can taste them in the Solar do Dão, headquarters of the Regional Wine Commission, or in the farms where they
are produced, or at the table, to accompany the excellent regional cuisine, of which the Lafões style roast veal is a
highlight.
Don't miss
> stroll through the ancient streets and sense the atmosphere of the historic centre
> take a ride on the tourist train
> visit the Cathedral and admire the ceilings of the vault and the sacristy
> taste and buy Dão wine
> cross the city on the funicular
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NEARBY
Nearby, visit the Termas de São Pedro do Sul, Alcafache and Carvalhal, as well as the Serra do Caramulo, which
offers excellent conditions for practising various activities and has a Museum with a remarkable collection of cars.

USEFUL INFORMATION
Getting around the city:
- STUV buses http://stuv.weebly.com/linhas.html
- a tourist train enables you to see the sights conveniently, starting in Rossio and running throughout the city.
- there is also a funicular that quickly connects you to the historic Campo de Viriato on the outskirts of Viseu, where
there is a car park, and which makes moving about so much easier.

GETTING HERE
- By road: A24 (Viseu-Chaves) and A25 (Guarda Vilar - Formoso)
- By train: Beira Alta line (www.cp.pt) – closest stations about 20km away: Nelas and Mangualde
- Buses – Rede Expressos http://www.rede-expressos.pt
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